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What is it? 

The IB program is a rigorous pre-
university program leading to 

assessment in six subject areas. 

IB is noted for its challenging 
curriculum and international 

perspective. Beyond completing 
college-level courses and 

examinations, IB students are 

also required to engage in 
community service, individual 

research, and an inquiry into the 
nature of knowledge. 

The AP program is a challenging 
academic program designed to 

provide motivated high school 

students with college-level 
academic courses. The AP program 

is a cooperative educational 
endeavor between secondary 

schools and colleges and 

universities and is considered a 
standard for academic excellence in 

the U.S. 

The Dual Credit program is a 
college level curriculum that 

provides a rigorous set of 

expectations and exposes 
students to an actual college 

setting. The program is in 
cooperation with Trident Technical 

College and allows students to 

complete basic entry-level college 
courses to earn 3 and sometimes 

4 credit hours toward their 
freshman and sophomore years of 

college. 

The Dual Credit program is a college 
level curriculum that provides a 

rigorous set of expectations and 

exposes students to an actual 
college setting. The program is in 

cooperation with ECPI University 
and allows students to complete 

courses that lead to certifications in 

basic fields of technology. The 
program serves as a catalyst for 

students interested in a long-term 
field in computer technology. 

 

 
Mission 

“The International Baccalaureate 

Organization aims to develop 

inquiring, knowledgeable and 
caring young people who help to 

create a better and more peaceful 

world through intercultural 
understanding and respect. To this 

end the IBO works with schools, 
governments and international 

organizations to develop 

challenging programs of 
international education and 

rigorous assessment. These 
programs encourage students 

across the world to become active, 
compassionate and lifelong 

learners who understand that 

other people, with their 
differences, can also be right.” 

“The College Board’s mission is to 

connect students to college success 
and opportunity. The AP program 

supports the principle that each 
individual school must develop its’ 

own curriculum based on a set of 

expectations that colleges and 
secondary school faculty nationwide 

have established for college-level 
courses.” “For over 100 years, the 

College Board has partnered with 

leading educators, schools, and 
colleges to create innovative 

programs that help students, 
families, and educators to evaluate 

each student's academic strengths; 
challenge students to explore their 

interests and reach their potential; 

inspire students to do their best 
work; and pursue educational 

opportunities beyond high school.” 

The mission of Trident Technical 

College is to “serve as a catalyst 
for personal, community, and 

economic development by 
empowering individuals through 

education and training.” The Dual 

Credit Program in South Carolina is 
made possible through the 

Education and Economic Act of 
2005 and exposes students to a 2-

year college curriculum with the 

intent of 1) transferring credits to 
a 4-year university or 2) 

completing an associate’s degree 
or certificate in order to be 

competitive in the world of work. 
Dual Credit also provides an 

affordable way to attend college in 

the state of South Carolina. 

The mission of ECPI University is to 

“provide a student-centered learning 
environment that promotes the 

enhancement of each student’s 
professional and personal life 

through education. The role that 

ECPI plays at Fort Dorchester High 
School is to engage students in the 

field of technology to allow them to 
competitively market themselves for 

a career in the technological world 

after high school graduation.  
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Diplomas and 

Recognition 

Students pursuing the IB Diploma 

take 6 IB courses in different 
areas — English, World Language, 

Social Sciences, Science, Math, 

and an Elective.  Diploma 
students also take the Theory of 

Knowledge course, write a 4000- 
word extended essay, and 

complete CAS hours- creativity, 
activity, and service outside of 

class.  Students may also take IB 

courses in areas of academic 
strength and interest. IB diploma 

course students take one or more 
IB courses and the associated 

exam(s) and receive certificate 

recognition for each IB exam with 
a score of “4” or better.  

Students may enroll in as many 
individual AP courses as they wish 
based on academic strengths and 
interests.  The College Board 
recognizes students with exceptional 
performance in the Advanced 
Placement program as follows: 

 

AP Capstone Diploma- The capstone 
diploma allows a student to receive 
an actual AP Diploma by completing 
an AP Seminar and AP Research class 
along with 4 additional AP classes. 
Each class must make a qualifying 
score of 3 or higher. 

 
 

 

 

Students may enroll in up to three 
dual credit courses per semester 
and with permission from Fort 
Dorchester High School. Dual 
Credit classes count with an AP 
weighting toward the SC Uniform 
Grading Policy and allows students 
to be more competitive in GPA and 
class rank.  

 Students earn 3 and sometimes 4    
units of college credit per class. In 
some cases, students will have 
enough college credit to satisfy the 
requirements of an Associate of 
Arts or Associate of Science. In 
those cases, students will graduate 
from Trident Technical College 
with an associate’s degree along 
with graduating from Fort 
Dorchester High School.   

Beginning their junior year of high 
school, students will be enrolled in 
classes that will allow them to 
complete certificates in the following 
areas: 

1. Cloud Computing Essentials 

2. Network + 

3. Security + 

4. A + 

Classes are taken per quarter and 
students take certification exams at 
the end of every quarter. By the end 
of their senior year, students will 
have had the opportunity to earn 4 
different areas of computer 
certification. 

 
 
 
 

IB AP Dual Enrollment—Trident 

Technical College 

Dual Enrollment—ECPI 

University 

 
Why take 
an A.A.S 

class? 

IB provides a comprehensive 

educational program that prepares 
students for selective universities 

and colleges. The diploma 

program is internationally 
recognized and provides a rigorous 

program dedicated to educational 
excellence with an international 

perspective. 

AP provides a challenging 

educational program that prepares 
students for selective universities 

and colleges.  AP is a rigorous 

program dedicated to educational 
excellence with a long-standing 

history in the United States. 

 

 

Dual Credit exposes students to 

an actual college setting and 
allows students to either 

transfer credits to a 4-year 

university or complete classes 
toward an associate’s degree or 

work-force certificate. Courses 
through Trident Technical 

College allows for actual college 

instructors to come to Fort 
Dorchester to deliver the 

instruction. 

ECPI University is a leading 

innovator of technological 
education and allows students to 

complete courses that will 

competitively market them in the 
field of technology. Actual ECPI 

instructors teach this course on 
the Fort Dorchester High school 

campus. 
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Examinations 

Students take a series of internal 

assessments (assessed by the 
local teacher and moderated by an 

examiner) and external 
assessments (moderated by 

international standards).  IB tests 
are scored on a scale of 1—7.  

 

 

Students sit for an examination at 

the end of the AP course. AP tests 

are scored on a scale of 1—5. The 
College Board defines a qualifying 

score as a 3 or higher on the AP 
exam.  

 

*Students who are enrolled in the 

IB Program may also take their AP 
testing equivalent. That means 

students are able to take the IB 
and AP exam the same year. 

A student’s final grade in the 

class will determine whether the 

student will earn units toward 
college credit. (It should be 

noted that TTC’s grading scale 
differs from that of FDHS). Final 

grades can also determine 
whether the class will transfer to 

a 4-year university, depending on 

the school in question. 

In order for students to get 

certified in any of the four areas of 

certification, they must take and 
pass the certification exam given at 

ECPI University at the end of every 
quarter. 

 
Types of 

Assessments 

Assessments include lab work for 
science; papers for English and 

the social sciences; oral 

presentations or exams in English 
and foreign (world) languages. 

Examinations include multiple choice 

questions and essays. Language 
exams include listening and 

speaking components. Art requires 

a portfolio and music includes sight-
reading. 

Assessments include multiple 

choice as well as extended essays. 
Participation is graded as to how 

often the student volunteers to 

answer questions in class. 
Typically, Dual Credit courses only 

have 5 or 6 major assessments, 
including participation, per class. 

Assessments include multiple choice, 

discussion boards, and written 
assignments. Any assessments 

given are designed specifically to be 

successful on the certification 
exams.  

 

 
College Credit 

Many colleges offer credit for HL 

exams with scores of 5, 6, or 

7. Some colleges offer additional 
credit to students who complete 

the IB diploma. Some colleges 

offer credit for SL exams with 
scores of 5, 6, or 7.  Most colleges 

list the credit policy on their 
websites.  University recognition 

policies are also available on the 
IB website — www.ibo.org — 

under “University Recognition.” 

Many colleges offer college credit 

for AP examinations with scores 
of 3, 4 or 5. Universities and 

colleges list the credit policy on 
their websites.  University 

recognition policies are also 

available on the College Board 
website at 

http://collegesearch.collegeboard.
com/apcreditpolicy/index.jsp 

Earning a passing grade will 

award 3 and sometimes 4 hours 
of college credit per course. The 

grade will determine whether 
the college credit can be 

transferred to a 4-year 

university and will also 
determine whether that credit 

can be applied toward an 
associate’s degree. 

Each class is AP weighted on the 

SC Uniform Grading Policy and 
can be applied toward additional 

degrees through ECPI University 
or an institution that will accept 

the credits. The certification 

exams earned in each course are 
universally accepted. 
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