Beech Hill Elementary

10-9-19

A Palmetto’s Finest School A 2018 National Blue Ribbon School
2019-2020 ~ Theme: Blue for a Reason
Mission Statement: Beech Hill will lead the way to lifelong learning through excellence, leadership and empowerment.
Vision: All students will meet or exceed academic standards as measured by grade level benchmarks.







Goals and Focus for 2019-2020 School Year
Beacons exhibit Self-Efficacy and Social Emotional Learning/Non-cognitive Skills
Beacons are Globally Competitive and College/Career Ready
The percentage of parents satisfied with our home/school relations will increase from 79% to 95% as per the state’s report card survey
The percentage of students meeting or exceeding ELA, Reading, Math and Science expectations will increase from 81% to 85%
The percentage of teachers who indicate that we provide students choice in language arts selections will increase to from 84% to 95%
Lighthouses of Lifelong Learning:
CREATE (arts-infusion & appreciation), CONNECT (team building and community awareness), NURTURE (ecology and service learning),
LIVE (healthy choices), THINK (growth mindset and metacognition), & DREAM (technology and innovation)

At the Helm: Schools Have Report Cards Too

Save the Dates ● Important Events
October
10

11

14
15
16
17

18
21

22
23

24
25
30

31

Future Foxes Parade 7:45 a.m.
Lion’s Club Vision Screening
Student Liaison Meeting 9:00 a.m.
Lion’s Club Vision Screening
Career Carousel 8:00 a.m.
Kona Ice Spirit Day
Future Fox Night at ARHS
School Lunch Week
Shake and Shine (5th Grade)
2nd Grade Testing
2nd Grade Testing
Ladies Who Lunch (Appreciation Day)
Shake and Shine (5th Grade)
District Staff Development Day (No School)
Red Ribbon Week
Picture Day (Make-up Day)
2nd Grade Testing
2nd Grade Testing
Lighthouse Leagues Meetings 7:30-8:15
Early Release Day-11:00
Parent Conference Day
2nd Grade Testing
Partners in Education Breakfast (Adult Learning)
Report Cards Go Home
Terrific Kids 7:45 a.m. (Dream Lighthouse)
Growing Great Reading Celebration 8:30 a.m.
Leadership Council Meeting
Storybook Character Day Parade 7:30 a.m.

Lunch Menu
October
10 Corn dog, broccoli, corn, strawberry mango
11 Pizza, side salad, squash, grapes
14 Chicken alfredo, lima beans, peaches
15 Meatballs, rice, mixed vegetables, cherries
16 Chili dog, fries, veggie cup, applesauce
17 Taco, black beans, Spanish rice, peach slices
21 Chicken parmesan, veggies, cantaloupe
22 Meatloaf, potatoes, corn, watermelons
23 Bag Lunches
24 Teriyaki chicken, fried rice, veggie blend, fruit
25 Pizza, lima beans, salad, peach

The South Carolina Department of Education conducts an annual assessment of schools to determine
their effectiveness. This assessment is a compilation of several indicators of strong schools. These
data points are used to determine each school and district’s rating. Possible ratings include:
excellent, good, average, below average and unsatisfactory. We are pleased to announce that
Beech Hill earned an Excellent Overall rating for the 2018-2019 school year’s work.
Each year, School and District Report Cards are posted on the South Carolina Department of
Education’s (SCDE's) website. Not to be confused with student report cards, these Report Cards
provide information about each school and district, including test performance, teacher
qualifications, student safety, awards, parent involvement and much more. A chart of the main
components is provided below.
Under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), State Education Agencies are required to prepare and
disseminate an annual state report and Local Education Agency (LEA) report card that meet the
minimum requirements described in federal law.
Academic
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9
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Excellent

Good
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In addition to the state report card, we are also happy to share that Beech Hill has been awarded
Palmetto Gold Awards for the 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 school year. This distinction affords us two
more banners for our cafeteria. Beech Hill is the only Dorchester District Two school to receive the
Gold award for both years. We are extremely proud of and grateful for this recognition.
René Wyatt Harris, Proud and Grateful Principal
Your ideas, questions and concerns are very important to me. I can be reached by phone or by email at
rharris@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. I return calls after 4:00 to ensure my undivided attention.

Spread the Word About Red Ribbon Week
DID YOU KNOW?
Children of parents who talk to their teens regularly about drugs are 42% less likely to use drugs than those
who don’t; yet, only a quarter of teens report having these conversations. Red Ribbon Week® (October 2331), the oldest and largest drug prevention campaign in the nation, is your opportunity to get the ongoing
conversation started. This year’s theme is Send A Message. Stay Drug Free. In the next few weeks, we will
provide tips for talking to your kids about healthy choices and empowerment. We hope you will join us in
this event as we strive to give our Beacons the tools needed to advocate for their best life.

Our Beacon Business Partners Rock!

Charleston Signage•Ledyard Catering•ABC Trophies•Family Chiropractic & Massage of Charleston•Staples•Broad Street Printing•Chick-fil-A•Education Station•Kona Ice•Palmetto Flats•Good Faith
Mortgage•Fleet Feet Sports•The Inn at Middleton Place•Lowcountry Orthodontics•Legend Oaks Golf Club•Scott Mongillo~ Attorney at Law• Lifetouch•Newk's EatPlease visit https://www.ddtwo.org/DO to access the new website.

Bragging Beams ~ Points of Pride
2018 National Blue Ribbon School ~Ranked 25th Among 640 South Carolina Elementary Schools, SchoolDigger.com 2018
Best Public School ~ Mom’s Choice Award Lowcountry Parent Magazine 2014 ~ Palmetto’s Finest ~ 2012 PBIS– Ribbon School: 2010 & 2011
Federal Accountability Grades-A:2012-2014 ~ Report Card Rating: Excellent 2018
9 National Board Certified Teachers, 19 Gifted & Talented Certified Teachers, Dollar General Grant: Jackie Leggette, Lowes or Educator Grants: Jackie Leggette, Jana Hooks,
Paula Luciano & Kentrel Clement; Donors Choose Grants: May Frazier-Robinson, Margaret Day, Viki Fernandez, Haley Foster, Madison Hines, Schoneke Summerhill,
Elizabeth Tutterow, Letitia Uyak, Stef Satterfield, Jana Hooks, Megan Seitz (4),Kristina Elliott(2), Glenna Broughton(2), Elizabeth Norman, Meggie Wegmann (2), Laura
Hattabaugh (2), Dianne Lewis (5), Stevie Ward (2), Courtney Creech (2), Jeni Nix (2), Erica Kennedy, Tricia Ruddick, Paula Luciano, Becca Malinowski (3), Debby Yanchik,
Taylor Wilson (2) Rose Stephens (6)

Terrific Changes and New Celebrations
Due to Second Grade testing, the Terrific Kids Ceremony has
been moved from October 24 to October 30th. In addition to
recognizing our Dream Lighthouse Terrific Kids, we will also
begin a new celebration to honor our great readers. Like
Terrific Kids, each classroom will submit the name of a class
member who exemplifies the traits for a great growing reader. Each recipient will be
recognized and join fellow readers in a relevant celebratory event. As a special treat,
one of the readers will be named as our “Reader of the Month.” This Beacon will be
featured in a one-of-a-kind poster made possible by Lifetouch.

Welcome Back, Ms. Malinowski
Our fantastic Curriculum Facilitator has returned from maternity
leave. We missed her smiling face and great ideas for making reading
fun. Here’s a little taste of what’s to come...
Here is the QR Code for the October Reading Challenge.

“PTA Reflections” Time is Here
National PTA’s Reflections program has helped students explore their own thoughts, feelings and ideas, develop artistic literacy, increase
confidence and find a love for learning that will help them become more successful in school and in life. Each year, over 300,000 students in Pre
-K through Grade 12 create original works of art in response to a student-selected theme. The theme for the 2019-2020 program year is Look Within. Students
submit their completed works of art in one or all of the available arts categories: Dance Choreography, Film Production, Literature, Music Composition,
Photography and Visual Arts.
Student winners from the local level have the opportunity to move up through their district, region , council and state PTA programs to the national level.
National Reflections Winners are announced in May and celebrated annually at National PTA’s Convention & Expo in June. National PTA then collects and
curates the traveling exhibit for the next year. To learn more, go to our school’s website and click on the PTA page. There, you will find information about the
categories and rules.

Storybook Character Day Details

Veterans Day Writing

The Storybook Character Day Parade will be held on the FRONT
LOOP of the school, and will begin as soon as students are in
place. We typically shoot for 7:30 a.m. Beacons in Pre-K-2nd grades will march in
the parade. Beacons in grades 3-5 will watch the parade. Parents should congregate on the INSIDE/grassy area of the loop. Students will form a viewing session
on the outer ring of the loop. Parents will not be required to submit a driver’s
license to view the parade if they do not intend to enter the building.

Students do you have a special feeling about our flag? Why are you
thankful to be an American? Write an essay telling why you are proud to
live in the U.S. A. OR tell us about your favorite American Hero. Don’t
forget to explain why you name this person. Remember to use your best
handwriting. Check your spelling and grammar and do your best.

Parents, as you plan for Autumn celebrations and make costume decisions, please
be reminded that the Storybook Character Day has some specific guidelines. In
order to be safe and ensure that instruction occur with limited distractions, please
follow the rules:

No masks or head coverings (that obstruct view)

No body paint or face make-up

Costumes must be linked to a children’s book and included with the costume

Writing entries must be received by October 25th. Give your final draft
to your teacher by the deadline.

Kona Ice Spirit Day
Our next Spirit Day will be Friday, October 11th with icees on sale for
$2.00. No money will be delivered to students after the instructional day
begins. Students must bring money in with them from home. We
appreciate your understanding as we protect instructional time and limit
classroom disruptions.

Counselor Connection –RESPECT for OURSELVES
School Counselors: Ms. Masopust, 4K/1/3/5 and Mr. Helton, PD/K/2/4
“Self-respect is defined as holding yourself in esteem and believing that you are good and worthy of being treated well”, www.yourdictionary.com. The
Oxford Dictionary defines self-respect as “pride and confidence in oneself; a feeling that one is behaving with honor and dignity.”
This month during classroom guidance lessons, students will learn that self-respect includes avoiding harmful substances that hurt our minds and
bodies and developing positive peer relationships. Children (and adults) with healthy self-respect will make decisions based on their personal values
and goals rather than impulsive reactions.

