Beech Hill Elementary

11-20-19

A Palmetto’s Finest School A 2018 National Blue Ribbon School
2019-2020 ~ Theme: Blue for a Reason
Mission Statement: Beech Hill will lead the way to lifelong learning through excellence, leadership and empowerment.
Vision: All students will meet or exceed academic standards as measured by grade level benchmarks.
Goals and Focus for 2019-2020 School Year
Beacons exhibit Self-Efficacy and Social Emotional Learning/Non-cognitive Skills
Beacons are Globally Competitive and College/Career Ready
The percentage of parents satisfied with our home/school relations will increase from 79% to 95% as per the state’s report card survey
The percentage of students meeting or exceeding ELA, Reading, Math and Science expectations will increase from 81% to 85%
The percentage of teachers who indicate that we provide students choice in language arts selections will increase to from 84% to 95%
Lighthouses of Lifelong Learning:
CREATE (arts-infusion & appreciation), CONNECT (team building and community awareness), NURTURE (ecology and service learning),
LIVE (healthy choices), THINK (growth mindset and metacognition), & DREAM (technology and innovation)







At the Helm: A Reigny Day

Save the Dates ● Important Events

Saturday was a yucky day. The weather did not cooperate. It was rainy, cold and dreary. I had overbooked
myself (it happens often) and I didn’t feel well. For the preceding week, one of the coldest to date, Mr.
Harris and I had been without heat. Although we had the honor of spending our vacation funds on a brand
new AC unit, we learned that the company that installed the new unit had failed to check it for heating.
There we sat all week, colder than Elsa and hotter than Gru waiting for service to be addressed and
restored. After several heated exchanges, the company promised that we would have service by Saturday.
I was grateful for a specific commitment, but devastated to learn that my window was smack dab in the
middle of the FLL District Robotics Competition. I altered as much of my schedule as possible, but the date
with the AC technician was a non-negotiable.

*School Office Hours are now 6:45-3:15.
November
21
22
27

Terrific Kids 7:45 a.m.– Create Lighthouse
Terrific Readers 8:30 a.m.
Academic Achievement Bowl 7:45 a.m.
Thanksgiving Break
We are thankful for our Beacons!

December
2 Sweetgrass Residency with Ms. Henrietta Snype
4 WERD Clubs 7:30 a.m.
Early Release Day 11:00 a.m.
6 The Buzz at the Beech– School Spelling Bee-8:00
10 Giving Market Holiday Shop-One Day Only
19 Terrific Kids 7:45 a.m.– Connect Lighthouse
Terrific Readers 8:30 a.m.
School Improvement Council Meeting 5:30
Holiday Concert 6:30 (at BHES)
20 Early Release Day 11:00

Lunch Menu
November
21
22
25
26

Chicken taco, black beans, rice, peach cup
Pizza, green beans, salad, banana
Chicken parmesan, veggie cup, honey dew melon
Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, corn, watermelon

November Reading Challenge!
We have reached the time of year where there is LOTS to
do. The holiday season is upon us and in this busy time, a
healthy reading habit can fall to the wayside. However,
busy days are the best days to fit in some time with a
book. Here are some reading challenge ideas from
Brightly.com to keep your Beacons engaged in their
books!

I rose early Saturday morning, something I prefer not to do if possible. I was proud of how quickly I moved
through a battery of items on my “to do” list. I even made it to my bank where I had to confess that I
couldn’t remember my PIN number… blame it on Amazon and other online shopping options. Despite the
cold weather, I couldn’t pass by the new Panera without getting a Blood Orange Lemonade drink.
Eventually, I made my way down to River Oaks Middle where amazingly, I found the perfect parking spot
adjacent to the hub of the competition. I entered through a back door, found a seat and waited for the
Techno Surfers to take the table. While I waited for our team to perform, I continued reading The Soul of
America, (Meacham) on my phone. I became so engrossed in the passage, that I lost track of time. I looked
up just in time to see a man with a cool blue T-shirt. Hey, I thought, that man has a shirt on like mine.
Duh!!!!!!! I followed him to the cool crowd of Beacons.
I watched as Pacey and Jonathan E. worked the table; I thought about their journeys. Through one lens, I
saw babies; inconceivable that their time at the Beech is now reduced to months away. It seems like they
had just arrived. Yet, I also saw these confident Beacons operating with the poise and swagger of elite
champions. Peyton had mentioned that some of the judges had marveled at the team’s level of maturity,
comparing them to a group operating at the collegiate level.
In the next round, Pacey and Samuel worked the table with the same precision and professionalism of the
first pair. I thought back to when Samuel’s parents had grilled me about this place we call home. I think
she wanted to see if the school was truly as amazing as it appeared. I had to smile thinking about that
encounter and thinking about how now, it seems like that sweet boy has never been anything but a
Beacon. Looking into the faces of the Techno Surfers truly brightened my day. Jonathan F., Mondo, Ayden,
Zachary, Charlie and Wyatt did their best to cheer on the guys as they performed on the table. I am so
proud of the team and grateful to our school coaches, Ms. Atwell and Ms. Frazier-Robinson for their
dedication and selfless acts to prepare our school team. Our team also had tremendous support in the
form of technical support from engineer Mr. Ken White. I’ve known Ken since he was in elementary school.
To see him grow up to be such an asset to our community brightened my day. I was not surprised that the
team brought home a 1st Place Award in Project. This team continues the reign of excellence, leadership
and empowerment exemplified by their stellar performance. While the team will not advance to the state
competition, I couldn’t be more honored and proud of their work. I feel certain these Beacons will return
to the Robotics field and continue to grow and shine. It was funny, as we waited for Pacey and Samuel to
work the table, I looked over at the team that was next on deck to compete behind us. Three former
Beacons were on that team. It was like a Steel Magnolias, Lion King moment. Life really does go on and if
we are so blessed, sunlight breaks through the clouds.
René Wyatt Harris, Proud and Grateful Principal
Your ideas, questions and concerns are very important to me. I can be reached by phone or by email at
rharris@dorchester2.k12.sc.us. I return calls after 4:00 to ensure my undivided attention.

Our Beacon Business Partners Rock!
Charleston Signage•Ledyard Catering•ABC Trophies•Family Chiropractic & Massage of Charleston•Staples•Broad Street Printing•Chick-fil-A•Education Station•Kona
Ice•Palmetto Flats•Good Faith Mortgage•Fleet Feet Sports•The Inn at Middleton Place•Lowcountry Orthodontics•Legend Oaks Golf Club•Scott Mongillo~ Attorney at
Law• Lifetouch•Newk's Eatery•Swasty Orthodontics•Wal-Mart Neighborhood Market•JW Picture Studio•Carrie Crosby Interiors, LLC
Please visit https://www.ddtwo.org/DO to access our website.

Bragging Beams ~ Points of Pride
2018 National Blue Ribbon School ~Ranked 24th Among 640 South Carolina Elementary Schools, SchoolDigger.com 2019
Palmetto Gold Award 2018 & 2019~Best Public School ~ Mom’s Choice Award Lowcountry Parent Magazine 2014 ~ Palmetto’s Finest ~ 2012
PBIS– Ribbon School ~ Red Carpet School~Federal Accountability Grades-A: 2012-2014 ~ Report Card Rating: Excellent 2018 & 2019
9 National Board Certified Teachers, 19 Gifted & Talented Endorsed Teachers, Dollar General Grant: Jackie Leggette, Lowes or Educator Grants: Jackie Leggette, Jana Hooks,
Paula Luciano & Kentrel Clement; Donors Choose Grants: May Frazier-Robinson(2), Margaret Day, Viki Fernandez, Haley Foster, Madison Hines (3), Schoneke
Summerhill, Elizabeth Tutterow, Letitia Uyak, Stef Satterfield, Jana Hooks, Megan Seitz (4),Kristina Elliott(2), Glenna Broughton(2), Elizabeth Norman, Meggie Wegmann
(2), Laura Hattabaugh (2), Dianne Lewis (5), Stevie Ward (2), Courtney Creech (2), Jeni Nix (2), Erica Kennedy, Tricia Ruddick, Paula Luciano, Becca Malinowski (3), Debby
Yanchik, Taylor Wilson (2) Rose Stephens (6)

PTA Points
We will be opening up the spirit wear store for 2 weeks from November 6th- 20th. All orders can be placed online at: https://beechhill.memberhub.store/.
Please be sure to select your child's grade and teacher’s name. Once orders are processed the items will be delivered to the child's classroom.
* We are excited to see the great group of approved volunteers for this school year. If you would like to be a volunteer at the Beech or even go on a field trip,
please complete the required volunteer forms. These forms can be found online at https://www.ddtwo.org/Page/1214 or in your Beech Hill student handbook.
If you do not have access to a printer, please email the PTA at ptabeechhill@gmail.com.

Counselor Connection – Character Trait for November: KINDNESS
School Counselors: Ms. Masopust, 4K/1/3/5 and Mr. Helton, PD/K/2/4
Kindness: the quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate.
“Kids are hardwired to be considerate and kind. The desire to help is innate, and their sense of doing good
develops as they grow. At first, children like to help others because it helps them get what they want. Next, they
do so because they get praise. Finally, they begin to anticipate the needs of others, and it becomes intrinsically
rewarding to do nice things for people in their lives." - David Schonfeld, M.D., Director of Developmental and
Behavioral Pediatrics at Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center
For specific tips on how to encourage kindness in your children, visit Parents.com https://www.parents.com/
parenting/better-parenting/advice/14-little-ways-to-encourage-kindness/

Our Volunteers Rock
A big thank you to Marleen
Ocasek, Peggy Helmick,
Carolina Jordan and Tina
Vaughan for helping with the
DHEC flu clinic!
72 students signed up!
Thanks for helping to keep
our students healthy and
ready to learn!

Parents, Let Us Hear from You
Please help us to become better. Please complete and return this survey to your child’s teacher or the front office by November 26th. We
appreciate your honest and constructive feedback with the intent of making our school better for all of our Beacons. Thank you.
1. Reflecting on the start of the school year, what has gone well and what would you like to see continue? What are some challenges? What changes
would you suggest?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Have you had the opportunity to schedule a conference or talk to your child's teacher about his/her progress so far this year?
Yes, I have met with my child’s teacher or teachers and found the conference to be productive and helpful.
Yes, I have met with my child’s teacher or teachers.
No, I have not been contacted by my child’s teacher or teachers.
No, my child’s teacher has contacted me, but I have not been able to meet yet.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. In order to communicate with families, BHES sends home a weekly newsletter (The Peek of the Week). We also use Facebook and our website to
share information about school activities or special events. Homeroom teachers also send newsletters and emails. Please indicate which form(s) of
communication your family finds helpful.  School newsletter  Facebook  Website  Classroom communiques  Phone Blasts
4. I have participated in at least one school event in the past nine-weeks. Circle all that apply: NO/ YES- Meet Your Teacher, PTA Meeting, SIC
Meeting, Parent/Teacher Conference, field trip chaperone, special classroom or grade level activity, Terrific Kids/ Readers Ceremony, event parade.
5. My child's teacher has contacted me (email, phone call, or note) to say good things or share positive news about my child. NO/ YES
6. Would you like to discuss something else with Ms. Harris? Please list your name and contact information: _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

